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Sapre came out and gave a thumbs-up sign to Sheonan 
The Mi-8s took off, and Sheonan realized that th 

were under fire from the LTTE. The sound of fire from 
the LITES Chinese-made AK-47s and German Ga 
rifles had been drowned by the noise of the helicopters 
Sheonan looked at his watch. It was 1.20 a.m. 

As the two Mi-8s took off using full power, they to 
came under fire from the LTTE though neither was hit. 
Intelligence reports later confirmed that the LTTE were 
broadly aware of the IPKF's plans - they had intercepted 
the IPKF's VHF radio transmissions - but not fully 

prepared for the first landing. Sapre radioed Palali to 
send in the second pair of Mi-8s. By then, Sheonan had 
spoken to Nauriyal at the Palali helipad on radio and told 
him that they were under fire. He also instructed Nauriyal 
not to pass on this information to the IAF pilots as they 

may hesitate to fiy in more troops. 

Immediately after landing, Sheonan was supposed 
to light up the landing zone with markers to allow the 

following helicopters to land. The T-shaped marking is 
done by lighting a set of 'goose lamps', which have a wik 
that burns for three to four hours. As soon as the paa 

commandos lit the first goose lamp, the team 
Came under 

heavy fire. Sheonan decided against lighting the lamps 

and informed Palali of the change of plans. As in many 

battles, the first casualty was the battle plan. 
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In a few minutes, the second set of helicopters with 

the rest of the para commandos was to arrive. Sheonan 
recalls s t that he and his men 'kept waiting and waiting but 
no choppers came'. 

The second set of Mi-8s was piloted by Prakash and 
Duraiswami. When they approached Jafina University, 
thev noticed that the entire area was enveloped in the 

Aashes of small arms fire and grenade blasts. Flashes of 
rracer bulets from the SLAF attack helicopter in the 

distance painted an even scarier picture in the darkness 
of night. The landing ground had also not been lit up. 
Prakash and Duraiswami failed to locate the landing 
ground and decided to abort the mission. They few back 
to Palali with fifty-three para commandos still on board. 

The oficial enquiry on the incident indicted Sheonan 
tor not lighting up the landing zone as per plan. It 
remains controversial to date, with opinions divided over 
Sheonan's decision. There are those who believe that the 
second set of sorties would not have been aborted had 
the para commandos lit up the landing zone. 

Sheonan had his reasons: I was the man on ground 
and took the call. If the landing zone had been lit up, the 

ghters would have brought more concentrated fire on fifty of us. Also, the next t set of helicopters landing there would have been targeted with heavier and more 

effective Concentrated fire.' 
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M
eanwhile, 

both 

Sapre 
and 

Vinay 
Raj 
had 

landol 

back 
at Palali. 

Birendra 

Singh 

and 

twenty-nine 

soldiers 
of the 

Sikh 
LI 

boarded 
the 

M
i-8s 

and 

Sapre 
and 

VinavD.. 

had 

figured 
out 

that 
the 

helicopters 

were 

com
ing 

from 

took 
off 
for 

Jaffna 

University 

again. 
By 

then, 
the 

IT"T the 

north. 

They 

waited 

with 

AK-47 

assault 

rifes 
an machine 

guns 
on 
the 
top 
of the 

m
edical 

As Vinay 
Raj 

prepared 
for 
the 

second 

landing, 
he 
heard a sudden 

increase 
in the 

intensity 
of gunfire. 
He 

realized 

that 
it was 
not 

from
 

ground-level 

fighting, 
but 
from 
atop 

The 

Mi-8s 

landed, 
and 
the 

infantrym
en 

disembarked 

from
 

the 
rear 
and 

took 

lying 

positions 
on 
the 

ground 
as per 

standard 

training 

drill. 

Som
e 

of them
 

moved 

behind 

bushes 
and 

started 

digging 
into 
the 

undulating 

ground 
for 

better 

cover 

from
 

enem
y 

fire.U
nlike 

the 

para 

commandos, 

they 
did 
not 

attem
pt 

to 

move 
to 
the 

edges 
of the 

ground. 

They 
were 

already 

under 
fire, 
and 
a bullet 

pierced 

through Singh's 

radio 

operator. 

Birendra 

Singh 
was 

now 

without 

the 
ANPRC-25 
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college 
buildine 

on 
the 

northern 
edge 
of the 

landing 

ground, 

covering 
the approach 

of the 

helicopters. 

felt 
the 
helicopter 

taking 
hits, 

with 

distinctive 

thumps 
as 

the 

northern 

building, 
and 

aim
ed 

directly 
at him. 
His 
crew 

7.62m
m

 

rounds 

pierced 
the 

M
i-8's 

outer 

skin. 

wireless 

radio 
set 

carried 
by 

Birendra com
m

unication 

w
ith 

his 

CO
, 

Sethi. 



O
peration 

Paw
an Exnecting 

the 

rest 
of his 

para 

com
m

andos 
in 
the cecond 

lot 
of helicopters, 

Sheonan 

was 

surprised 
to 
see 

I am
 

under 

As 

Sheonan 

gave 
a thum

bs-up 

sign 
to

 

Sapre 
to 

take off, 

Sapre 

pointed 
to 
the 

heavy 

wooden 

crates 

lying 

inside 

the 

chopper. 
The 

Sikh 
LI 

troops 
had 

already 

dispersed, 

and 

Sheonan, 

his 

doctor, 

nursing 

assistant 

and 

the radio 

operator 

had 

no 

choice 

but 
to 

unload 

the 

crates 

them
selves. 

B
irendra 

Singh 

had 

com
e 

with 
1.5 

tonnes 

of am
m

unition 

for 

the 

m
ortars, 

which 

m
eant 

that 

only 

thirty 
men 

could 
fit in 
the 

tw
o 

choppers. 

This 

I was 

irritated 
as 

hell. 

Firstly, 
at four 
of us 

unloading 

the 

whole 

stuff, 
but 

more 
so 

because 
I had 

specifically 

Ihe 

tw
o 

helicopters 

took 
off 

again 

am
id 

the 

thum
ps 

and 

thuds 

made 
by 
the 

gunfire 

hitting 

them
. 

Com
pared 

to 

107 

the 

infantrymen 

disembarking 

from 

them
. 

He 

asked Sapre, 

'W
Vhere 

are 
my 

guys? heavy 

fire, 
but 
don't 

worry, 
I will 
get 

your chaps,"Sapre 
assured 
him. 

am
m

unition 

would 
be 

needed 

only 

w
hen 

the 

m
ortars 

cam
e 

in 

th
e 

last sortie. 
advised 

Lt 

Col 

Sethi 
to

 

send 

m
ore 

arm
ed 

m
en 

in 

the hrst 

ffight 

and 
he 

sent 

stores 

instead 
of soldiers, 

Sheonan 

reco
u

n
ts. the 

carlier 

take-off, 

the 

higher 

intensity 
of gunfire 

could 

be distinctly 
felt 
by 

Sapre 
and 

Vinay 
Raj. 
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O
verseas had 

them
selves. 

They 

were 

prepared 
for 
a long 

haul, 

W
hen 

Sapre 

and 

Vinay 

Raj 

landed 

back 
at Palali, 
they found 

out 

that 

Duraiswam
i 

and 

Prakash 

had 

returned 

without 

dropping 

their 

load 
of 

para 

com
m

andos. 

Sapre had 

given 
his 

word 
to 

Sheonan, 

and 
he 
and 

Vinay 
Rai decided 

to do 
one 

more 
trip 
to drop 
the 

fhfty-three 
para commandos. 

On 

approaching 

the 

Jaffna 

University 

ground 
for the 

third 

tim
e, 

both 

helicopters 

cam
e 

under 

intense 

fire 

from
 

the 

L
T

T
E

 
gun 

positions. 
The 

L
T

T
E

 
had 
now massed 

even 

greater 

firepow
er 

at the 

medical 

college 

building. 
As the 

tw
o 

Mi-8s 

neared 
the 

ground, 

machine 

gun 

firing 

was 

com
ing 

thick 
and 

fast 

and 
the 

crew 

could feel 
the 

helicopters 

getting 
hit 

continuously. 
One 

burst from
 

a G
3 

rifle 

went 

into 
the 

battery 

com
partm

ent 
just behind 

the 

cockpit 

section, 

while 

another 

bullet 

shattered 

the 

cockpit 

side 

windscreen 
of Vinay 

Raj's 

helicopter. 

Luckily 
the 

bullet 

missed 
the 

pilots 
and 
the 

crew. 

Another 

bullet 

entered 
the 

cockpit 

from
 

the 

floor, 

passing 

exactly 

betw
een 

the 

tw
o 

pilots. 

The 

crew
 

later 

counted 

seventeen 

bullet 

holes 
in 
the 

helicopter. 

The 

hydraulics 

system
 

of 

108 

com
m

andos 

para 

fifty 

the 
then, 

By opened 

th
e
 

: the 
all and 
loads 

distributed 

door 
two 

am
m

unition: 

am
o

n
g

 



Opcration 
Pawan Sapre's 

Mi-s 

to the 

Jaffina 

University 

ground. 

As 
they 
were 

It was 

only 

Sapre's 
skill 
that 

ensured 
that 
his 

dam
aged 

helicopter 
got 

back 
to 

Palali. 

Neither 
of the 

Mi-8s 

could Ay 

further 
missions. 
Sapre 

Sheonan 

learnt 

this 

from
 

N
auriyal 

around 

thirty 

minutes 

after 

Sapre 
and 

Vinay 
Raj 
had 

taken 
off 

from
 

the Jaffna 

University 

ground 

am
id 

heavy 

firing. 

Only 

then, 
at 

2.45 

a.m., 

Sheonan 

claim
s, 

did 
the 

Division 

H
Q

-

located 

barely 

300 

m
etres 

aw
ay 

from
 

the 

helipad 
at Palali 
- realize 

Sethi 

had 

m
arched 

up 
to 

the 

D
ivision 

H
 

and Was 

trying 
to 

justify 

why 
he 

had 

sent 

few
er 

men 

and more 

stores. 

W
hen 

Harkirat 

Singh 

asked 

Singh 

about 

the 

w
eapons 

B
irendra 

Singh's 

team
 

was 

carrying 

Sethi 

started 

with 

the 

most 

potent 

w
eapon 

his 

men 
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Was 
fire. 

LTTE 
by 
shattered 

pilots 

tw
o 

The were, 
however, 
para 

able 

commandos 

t p the 
get 
to 
fifty-three 

taking 
oft, 

Sapre 

told 

Sheonan, 
'I am afraid 

no 

more 

helicopters 
can 

comne 

now.' 

realized 

that 

the 

fury 
of the LTTE 

ground 

firing 

during 
the 

third 
run 

had 

been 
of 

higher 

intensity 

than 

the 

earlier 

ones. 

The 

next 

m
ission, 

if low
n, 

w
ould 

result 
in 

even 

greater 

dam
age 

than 

this one. 
The 

IA
F 

decided 

to 
stop 

further 

sorties. 

that 
the 

soldiers 

were 

under 

heavy 

firing 

and 

that 

tw
o helicopters 

were 
no 

longer 
fit 
to 
fly. 

Were 

carrying, 
the 

m
edium

 

m
achine 

gun. 

W
eighing 

eleven 

kilos, 
an 

M
M

G
 

is 
a belt-fed 

autom
atic 

weapon, 
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supportedon a tripod mounting, , which fires a full. |wwer 7.62mm ritle cartridge round. I fires 600- 1000 bullets per minute. 

lf there is an IMG, the lungiwalas dare bot 
ncar. These conmandos keep on making IneceSsary noise,' Harkirat Singh said. Meanwhile, Naurival 
Sheonan to hold the LTTE at bay for some time, as the rest of the troops would come by foot. .Even if t they started immediately, it would take them at least three hours te 

cover the distance of 17 kilometres. 
If they were conming by foot now, why could we all 

not have come the same way? 1 had proposed that we all 
start at 9 p.m. and move cross-country, instead of using 
helicopters and telegraphing our intentions to LTTE. 
But that was shot down by the Division HQ;Sheonan 
says now. The rationale for most decisions taken that day 
by the IPKF was understood, if at all, only by those who 
took them. 

At the Jaffna University ground, firing from the LTTE 
had become intense. Para Commando Lok Ram, wh0 
came in the last Mi-8, later recounted to the India 1) 

Magazine, 'We thought everything was fne but as we 
were coming out of the helicopter we came under heavy 
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fire from all I sides. It was an impossible situation. We were 

fighting an enenny we could not even see. 

As is evident from a radio intercept the Sri Lankan 
army provided the IPKF later, the LTTE too had 
litle hope of surviving the night: 'In a broadcast by 
Deabhakaran over the LTTE communication network 
on carly night 11/12th October, it was stated that the 
LTTE command at the camp centre were unlikely to 
survive and their death appeared imminent. As such the 
LTTE ighters in this camp would die fighting to the last 
and may not come on the air again. Therefore, those who 
survive the offensive will move to other areas, goodbye 
to you, and the regional commanders should take charge 
of the operations." 

All in all, the Indian soldiers were lucky. The LTTE 
was not aware that there would be no more helicopter 
sorties that night. The bulk of their fighters remained at 
the top of the medical college building in anticipation of 
the next helicopter, hoping to bring it down. This meant 
that the LTTE were firing at the soldiers from a height, 
and unless someone 'had his name written on a bullet', the 
chances of getting hit were far fewer than if the LTTE 
had been firing from ground level. 

Once Sheonan knew that no more soldiers were 
coming by helicopter, he asked the Division HQ (by then 
a radio connection had been established between HQand 
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Sheonan) to spell out the orders 
Birendra there at the university ground with his 

for him. Leave Major 
proceed to destroy the LTTE headquarters. Then move to the bus station to comne back to Palali; he was told. l will take Major Birendra with me. Otherwise, c come davlight, he will be killed here,' Sheonan suggested 

His suggestion was overruled. Even so, Sheonan askol 
Birendra Singh if, in spite of the order, he would like to 
come with the para commandos. 

'No, l will wait for my battalion here. My CO will 
come. Else it will look as if I deserted them,' Birendra 
Singh replied. 

Sheonan could not order the major as the Sikh LI 
troops were not placed under his command. He could 

only make suggestions, which Birendra Singh was free 
to accept or reject. Sheonan now says that had he been 
in charge, he 'would have never asked the Division HQ. 
about the orders for Major Birendra and his men. I would 
have just taken them along with me. 

However, Sheonan was now following the orders 
to raid the LTTE headquarters, which had been the 
alternate task assigned to the para commandos. The Sikh 

LI troops were going to be on their own. As Birendra 

Singh's raio set had been shot through, Sheonan gve 
him a wireless radio set from one of the para commano 
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battalion, so that he could stay in touch. That was the last 
Sheonan saw of Birendra Singh. 

The LITE headquarters was supposed to be a building 
on the southern side of the campus, on Tabbil Pedi Lane, 
a couple of roads behind the administrative building that 

abutted the southern edge of the sports ground. 
By now it was clear to Sheonan that the administrative 

building was occupied by well-armed LTTE fighters. 
Unwilling to move through a built-up area, Sheonan 
decided to approach the LTTE headquarters by taking 
a detour towards the railway track that lay to the west 
of the sports ground, and he sent a patrol to check out 
the route. 

Sheonan then took a headcount of his men and 

found he was one man short. The nursing assistant told 
Sheonan that the doctor was missing. 'I knew where he 
would be.I told the nursing assistant that he must have 
dozed off. We went back to the dugout where we had 
aken positions, and there he was, fast asleep, amidst all 
the iring! Doctor was that kind of character' Sheonan 
Tecalls with a chuckle. 

The patrol came back with an all-clear report for the 
Toute they would follow. 
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Ihe para COmmandos moved stealthily towards their target. Ihey had so far suffered no losses, and they had a tirm plan of action. 
lt was now 3.45 a.m. Ihe darkness. of inight was slowiy giving way to the first signs of dawn. .Barcly had the Para commandos moved 150 metres when they came under beavy fire from Kokuvil railway station. They responded by firing five rounds fromn their Karl Gustav rocket 

launchers, a weapon used mainly against tanks. 
Through his night vision device, Sheonan could see 

a big group of 1TTE fighters moving from the railway station towards the road the para commandos were 
supposed to take. The firing became intense. In trying 
to take cover, the para commandos crossed the railway 
line and spotted a single-storey house with a boundary wall and a small iron gate a few yards to the west of the 
railway station. 

The house had a sloping roof of clay tiles popular in 
that area. They knocked on the door, which was opened 
by a middle-aged man. Communicating in a mixture 
of Tamil and broken English, he told Sheonan he was 
a professor at the local polytechnic. He said the LTTE 
leadership did not stay the night in the building he 
was planning to attack, but functioned from there only 
during the day. At night, Prabhakaran and others slept 
in a house a couple of hundred yards away. The old man 
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cautioned Sheonan: the para commandos would easily 

be 
outnumbered by the 100-150 LTTE fighters that 

guarded Prabhakaran at any given time, he said. 
Dismissing his advice, Sheonan decided to head to 

the house Prabhakaran was said to be sleeping in. But 
they didn't trust the professor. He was asked to suggest 
three routes, and the para commandos picked one -ifhe 
was leading them into a trap where the LTTE had laid 
an ambush, Sheonan reasoned, he would have insisted 
on one route. Sheonan then told the professor to guide 
them to the house. To make doubly sure that they were 
not walking into a trap, Nair put an additional condition. 
In his broken Tamil, he told the professor that his son 
in-law would be walking with them as a hostage, with a 

para commando pointing his loaded rifle at the back of 
his head. If they came under fire, the son-in-law would 
be shot dead. 

As soon as they left the professor's house, the para 
commandos came under fire from three directions, and 
the leading commando was hit. 

Oneonan says that Nair's aim was only to threaten the 
professor but the para commando took the order literally. 

We felt very bad about it, he says. We didn't believe the 
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professor deliberately misled us. But such things happen in the heat of battle.' 
Bhadauria noticed that a para commando had been shot in the thigh and was writhing in pain. He identifod the hut from which the firing had come,70 metres behind 

them, and ordered his rocket launcher team to target it. As three rounds hit the hut, the firing stopped, but the 
wails and screams of the women and children inside 
could be heard. 

Although the professor had pointed them towards one 
house, the para commandos were now being fired upon 
from a group of houses. Intelligence reports later revealed 
that Prabhakaran used to sleep in a different house every 
night. That night, he had moved out of the Kokuvil East 
area at 4.15 a.m., when the first rounds were fired on the 
para commandos from the Kokuvil railway station. 

But Sheonan didnt know it then. The intense firing 
continued as they made their way to Pirampadi Lane, 
about 500 metres from the professor's house. This was a 
pleasant neighbourhood, with houses lining both sides of 
the twenty-foot lane. As they entered the lane Sheonan 
and Bhadauria came under fire from a house 20 metres 
ahead. Their sten machine carbines firing, they charged 
towards the door of the house. A man came out ot the 
house and rushed towards them, and when he was barely 

three feet away, in a reflex action, Sheonan fred and hit 
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What happened thereafter has given Bhadauria many 
sleepless night 

1 he para comnmandos now stormed into six 

neighbouring houses on either side of Pirampadi Lane 
and took up positions there. These were mostly pucca 
houses, single-storey, with sloping tiled roofs, similar to 
he polytechnic professor's house. Sheonan gathered the 
Tamily members of each house into one room in their 
Tespective houses. He chose rooms that did not face 
e road, and told the families to take their rations with 

117 



Mission Overseas 

them.The families were not to venture out of that roor 
unless instructed by the para commandos. 'Bv niche either we will all leave or we will all be dead, Sheonan 
told them. 

The LTTE fighters were holed up inside other houses 
in the area. The para commandos were under siege, caught 
in a hail of bullets from the surrounding houses. 

This was the first time in his life that Sheonan had 
come under effective fire. Quickly assessing the situation. 
he distributed his men among the houses they were 
occupying. Sheonan and the doctor stayed in the central 
building where a medical post was set up to treat the 
wounded. Nair and Bhadauria were sent to the houses on 
the two extremities. With greater situational awareness 
and the advantage of daylight, the para commandos took 
up positions at the windows and ventilators of the houses, 
and started returning fire. Sheonan looked at his watch. 
It was now 6.20 a.m. 

Three things were uppermost in Sheonan's mind: 
First, protect my chaps -I didn't want to lose any men. 
Second, fulfl the operational task of destroying the LTTE 
headquarters. And third, avoid killing any more civilians 
while doing this." 
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By 5.30: a.m., Shconan's s CO, Dalbir Singh, who had been 
at the Indian high commission in Colombo, had flown to 
Dalali. determined to join his unit which was in the thick 
of battle. The firefight between the 103 para commandos 

and I the LTTE fighters was relentless. The morning sun 
bad given way to dark clouds which threatened heavy 
showers, but the two sides seemed undeterred. Sheonan 
saw young men come on bicycles, join the LTTE fighters. 
take positions, join the firefight and then go back. He 
estimated that they were surrounded by 450 to 500 
LTTE fighters, a number confirmed by intelligence 
reports later. 

The para commandos suffered their first casualties 
within an hour: three of them were hit by bursts from 
LTTE fighters. One of them, receiving three bulets on 
his chest, died instantly. The other two succumbed to 
their injuries a few hours later. Through the ventilator, Sheonan shot dead the man who had got the three para 
commandos. Then he ran through a hail of bullets to 
pick up the dead fighter's G3 rifle from the lane. He 
discarded his highly unreliable Sten carbine and started 
iring with the German-made rifle as it used the same 
T.62mm ammunition used in the Indian rifles. 

As the para commandos had brought the surplus 
inmunition of two door loads with them, they didnt 

rG to worry about conserving ammunition. 
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The threatened downpour did not t comme, and the firing continued. Bhadauria, in the last house 
Lane, had a lucky escape when a bullet hit the ch 
had vacated just a second earlier. Later, , spottingagroup 

in Pirampadi 

of LTTE fighters in an open space between two holses 
in the lane, Bhadauria and his men let loose a barrage of fire, and killed twelve of them. 

Meanwhile, what was happening with Birendra Singh 
and his men? 

Till around 10.30 a.m., the para commandos could 
hear the sound of firing from the affna University ground, 
particularly of the MMG being fired by the Sikh LI. 
Suddenly, the MMG stopped firing- and then the sound 
of MMG firing appeared closer. This was ominous - it 
could mean only one thing. Sheonan's next radio message 
to Palali base relayed the tragedy in a short, terse sentence: 
The MMG from the university ground is now firing at 
us. Major Birendra and all his men are dead.' 

As Sheonan had feared when he left Birendra Singh 
behind, the infantrymen had been overwhelmed by 
LTTE fring after dawn broke: picked off by Ll1E 
snipers, twenty-seven of them, including Birendra Singh, 
had been killed and only three were alive. These thret 
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decided that their best chance of survival was to launch 

an assault and recapture the MMG lost to the LTTE. 
riving their remaining ammunition to Sepoy Gora 

Singh, who would provide covering fire with his rife. 

muo of them led a bayonet charge on the LTTE men 
bolding the MMG. This was like a throwback to battles 
fought a century ago, when soldiers, having expended 
cheir ammunition, fixed their bayonets to their rifles and 
charged the enemy in a final act of desperation. 

The two men were shot and Sepoy Gora Singh was 

captured alive by the LTTE- probably because the LTTE 
were keen to learn from him how to operate weapons 

such as the rocket launcher they had captured from the 
IPKF in the past few days. (Gora Singh was released in 
November 1988 in an exchange of prisoners between 
the LTTE and the IPKE, and continued to serve in the 
13 Sikh LI) 

The Sri Lankan army, which had constantly been 
monitoring both the IPKF and the LTTE radio 

networks, had a pretty good idea of how Birendra Singh 
and his infantrymen, as well as Sheonan and his para 

commandos, were faring. In its assessment of the tragedy, 
It concluded that the infantrymen had been airdropped 
thout proper briefing about the terrain they would land 
, or warning about the LTTEs frepower and tactics. The Indian army's official report, though it acknowledges 
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ry fire to

 
tar

get
 the 

hou
ses

 

from
 

wh
ich

 the mor
e 

eff
ect

ive
 

fire
po

we
r was 

nee
ded

. H
e 

dec
ide

d to
 

cal 

co
mm

an
do

s, but 
Sh

eo
na

n 

rea
liz

ed 

aro
un

d 10
 

a.m.
 that 

had 
be

ate
n bac
k one suc
h 

ass
au

lt, as
 

had the 
oth

er para
 firin

g and 
sho

uti
ng

 at
 

the top of
 

the
ir 

voi
ces

. 

Bh
ada

uri
a lun

gis
, 

they
 

wou
ld 

ass
aul

t the 

hou
se from

 

thre
e 

side
s, wo

uld
 try to

 
sto

rm
 one of

 
the 

dow
n 

ins
ide

 the 

ho
us

es.
 

in
 

and out of
 

the area
, the para
 

co
mm

an
do

s were
 

pin
ned

 

G
3 

fire
 

bei
ng 

hea
rd.

 

Wh
ile the 

LT
TE

 

wer
e able

 to
 

mov
e 

it 
all:

 
The 

D
isa

ste
r. zon

el 

are
a. The title

 of
 

the 
pa

rag
rap

h in
 

this
 

rep
ort savs 

fire from
 the 

bu
ild

ing
s 

do
mi

na
tin

g the L
Z

 
[lan

din
g 

the
ref

or
e, on

 
12

 
Oc

tob
er at

 
daw

n, cam
e 

und
er 

acc
ura

te 

as
 

the
y'd

id not 
pre

par
e the 

def
enc

es 

dur
ing

 the nigh
t anà 

M
iss

io
n 

O
ve

rs
ea

s 

ho
us

es.
 

Dr
ess

ed
 in

 
the

ir Eve
ry hou
r, 

a 
gro

up of
 

fift
een

 to
 

twe
nty

 

LTT
E 

fgh
ters

 

pas
sed

 

wi
tho

ut 

at
 

lea
st 

thr
ee or

 
four

 

bu
rst

s of
 

AK
-47

 or
 

sep
ara

ted
 by

 

bar
ely

 40
 

me
tre

s at
 

pla
ces

, and not 
a 

min
ute

 

his men 

co
nti

nu
ed

 in
 

Pir
am

pa
di 

Lan
e. The two side
s were
 

The 

fier
ce 

gu
nfi

gh
t 

be
tw

een
 the 

LTT
E and 

Sh
eon

an and 

un
mi

nd
ful

 of
 

LTT
E 

dem
and

 to
 

su
rre

nd
er'

, 

blam
es then

 

that 
Bir

end
ra 

Sin
gh's

 men 'put up
 

a 
gal

lan
t 

figh
t for hour
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HQ, the Sri 

La
nk

an
 

arm
y 

mo
rta

r 

de
tac

hm
en

t and gri
dd

ed 

mi
lita

ry map
s 

av
ail

ab
le wit
h the 

IPK
F's

 

Di
vis

ion
 

but one 

pr
ob

lem
 

re
m

ain
ed

. 

Th
ere

 

wer
e no

 
co

mm
on

 

m
or

ta
rs

. 
the Sri 

La
nk

an
 

arm
y 

en
gi

ne
er

s was 

m
an

nin
g 

the
se 

1S
 

not on
 

wh
ee

ls and has 

a 
sh

or
ter

 

ran
ge

. A
 

crew
 

trom
 

A
 

mo
rta

r is
 a 

sm
all

er 

ve
rsi

on
 of

 
the 

the
re was no

 
art

ille
ry

 

am
m

un
itio

n 

wh
ats

oe
ve

r.' 

live 
am

m
un

iti
on

. 

Her
e w

e 
we

re, 

de
plo

ye
d 

ov
ers

ea
s, and 

am
m

un
itio

n s
o 

tha
t 

so
ldi

ers
 are 

co
m

fo
rta

bl
e 

ha
nd

lin
g 

Eve
n 

wh
en w

e 

go
 

for 

ex
er

cis
es

, w
e 

car
ry 

tra
in

in
g 

gun
s to

 
Sri 

La
nk

a but not the 

am
m

un
iti

on
 for it. 

he
 

rec
eiv

ed 

a 
sho

ck:
 the 

art
ille

ry 

bri
gad

e had 
bro

ug
ht the 

targ
et in

 a 
ran

ge 

of
 

up
 

to
 

35
 

kil
om

etr
es can be

 
aim

ed at. 

east
 and so

 
on. 

De
pe

nd
ing

 on
 

the type
 of

 
art

ille
ry

 

gun
, a 

the 
su

bs
eq

ue
nt 

firi
ng

 -
say,

 50
 

me
tre

s 

no
rth

, 100 
me

tre
s 

som
eon

e 

pre
sen

t 

clo
se to

 
the 

tar
ge

t 

giv
es 

O
pe

ra
tio

n 
Paw

an 

ar
til

ler
y gun but it 

They
 had 

thr
ee 

tub
es of

 
120

mm
 

mo
rta

rs at
 

Jaf
fna

 

Fo
rt. 

Fo
rtu

na
tel

y, the Sri 
La

nk
an

 

arm
y 

cam
e to

 
the 

res
cue

. 

Sh
eo

na
n 

loo
ks 

sh
oc

ke
d and 

in
cr

ed
ul

ou
s h

e 
rec

all
s, 

with
 its 

gun
s. But 

as
 

soo
n as

 
he

 
req

ue
ste

d for 
art

ill
ery

 

fire
, 

Sh
eon

an kne
w that

 54
 

Ar
till

ery
 

Br
iga

de was at
 

Pal
ali,

 

'co
rre

ct
io

ns
' for pos
itio

n of
 

the 
targ

et on
 a 

map
. 

Wh
en the firs

t 

she
ll 

lan
ds. 

the path
 and the 

tra
jce

cto
ry of

 
the she
ll 

bas
ed on

 
the 

The 
per

son
 

firi
ng 

do
esn

t see the 

tar
get

, but 

cal
cul

ate
s 

A
n 

art
ille

ry gun can be
 

fire
d 

from
 

ki
lo

m
etr

es
 

aw
ay,
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nee
ded

 any 
mo

re. The 

rou
nds

 

were
 

lan
din

g 

clo
ser

 to
 

the me
tre

s 

nor
th and 50

 
me

tre
s 

eas
t. The map
s were

 io
 on

 
the 

roo
f, 

Sh
eon

an 

rela
ved

 the 

cor
rec

tio
ns:

 100 

on
 

the 

dis
tan

ce
s 

jud
ged

 by
 

the two para
 

com
ma

nd
os 

rou
nd fell som

e 

dis
tan

ce awa
y from

 the 

tar
get

. 

Base
d 

A
 

Sri 
La

nk
an 

sol
die

r 

fire
d the 

mo
rta

rs,
 and the hrst ge
ttin

g 

dis
tor

ted
 - as

 
in

 a 
gam

e of
 

Ch
ine

se 

wh
isp

ers
. Jaf

fna
 

For
t, with
 all the 

att
en

da
nt 

dan
ger

s of
 

the 
mes

sag
e 

the 
he

lic
op

ter
 

and,
 

Ch
au

dh
ary

 to
 

the Sri 
La

nka
n army

 at
 to

 
Sh

eo
na

n, 

Sh
eo

na
n 

ins
ide

 the 
hou

se to
 

Ch
au

dh
ary

 in
 

thr
ee

-w
ay

 

co
mm

un
ica

tio
n: para

 

co
mm

an
do

s on
 

the roof 

Sh
eon

an usin
g his 

rad
io set. 

he
lic

op
ter

 

ho
ve

rin
g ove
r the 

hou
se 

sta
rte

d 

talk
ing

 to
 

occ
upi

ed by
 

them
. 

Ch
au

dh
ary

 saw the fire,
 and with
 his alig

ht and put it on
 

a 
stic

k atop
 the roo

f of
 

the 
hou

se 

the 
whe

re the para
 

com
ma

ndo
s 

wer
e. Sh

eo
na

n's
 

loc
ati

on
 

and pass
 on

 
the 

inf
or

m
ati

on
 to

 

Sri 
La

nk
ans

. 

Ho
we

ver
, 

Ch
au

dh
ary

 

did
n't know

 

exo
et. 

nilo
t, in

 
his Sh

eo
na

n 
Divi

sion
 

to
 

gui
de the 

mo
rtar

 fire to
 

the 
co

rre
ct 

spo
t. So

 

M
iss

io
n 

O
ve

rs
ea

s 

co
mm

an
do

s to
 

the roo
f of

 
the 

ho
use

. It
 

was 

goi
ng 

to
 

be
 

a 

T
o 

give
 

'co
rre

cti
on

', 

Sh
eo

na
n sen

t two 

of
 

his para
 

fam
ily,

 

Sh
eon

an'
s 

team
 

dou
sed

 it in
 

ker
ose

ne,
 set it mos

t 

pri
mi

tiv
e 

me
tho

d: fire
 and 

sm
oke

. 

Tak
ing

 a 
sari from

 

Sh
eon

an 
dec

ide
d t

o 

ind
ica

te his 
loc

ati
on

 by
 

usin
g the 

Ch
eta

k 

he
lic

op
ter

, 
with

 a
 

map
, to

 

hov
er 

H
Q

 
dec

ided
 to

 s ) 
send

 
Maj

or 

na,
yra

hd
uah

C army
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Ihe 
doc

tor
 

mad
e bis 

cho
ice

. H
e 

used
 the sar

is and 
lun

gis
 

call
. 1f

 
the 

cho
ice

 is
 

be
tw

ee
n 

liv
es,

 w
e 

mu
st 

save
 

Sup
plie

s, 

lea
vin

g 

har
dly

 

any
thi

ng
 for 

fur
the

r 

cas
ual

ties
. wou

ld 

ent
ail the use of

 
muc

h of
 

the 
ban

dag
e and 

me
dic

ine
 sho

uld
 try to

 
save

 the 

hea
vil

y 

ble
edi

ng
 

Um
esh

, 

wh
ich

 

and 
pre

sse
d the 

trig
ge

r. 

him 
Ga

ng
ara

m put the 
bar

rel
 of

 
his rifle

 to
 

his own 

che
st, 

co
mm

an
de

r, ran 

tow
ard

s him but 

be
for

e h
e 

cou
ld 

rea
ch 

bu
ild

ing
s the par
a 

co
m

m
an

do
s wer
e in. tur

ned
 out to

 
be

 
di

sa
str

ou
s: the nex

t 

she
ll 

lan
de

d at
 

the 

und
er fire

, he
 

pa
sse

d 

a 
co

rre
cti

on
 of

 
50

 
me

tre
s 

so
uth

. 

Thi
s 

get 
clo

ser 

to
 

the 

ho
use

s 

from
 

whi
ch 

the
y were

 

nAss
 was in

 
m

ult
ipl

es
 of

 
50

 

me
tre

s, 

'Sh
eo

na
n 

re
co

un
ts.

To
 

25
 

me
tres

 for the 

oal
die

rs. And then
 he

 
gav

e this
 

one 

'co
rre

cti
on

'. 

com
mun

icati
ng vi

a his 

rad
io 

was Op
era

tio
n 

Paw
an 

sav
ing

 one life
 or

 
sav

ing
 ten 

Do
nt ask 

me
.Ta

ke 

a 
pra

cti
ca

l 

de
cis

ion
, take
 a 

me
dic

al 

ten 
liv

es,
 

Sh
eo

na
n told

 the 
do

cto
r. 

Sh
eon

an'
s 

hel
per

. The 

do
cto

r 

ask
ed 

Sh
eon

an 
wh

eth
er h

e The sam
e 

she
ll also
 

slic
ed off the hip of

 
Um

esh
, 

leg as
 

the 
she

ll fell
. 

Ha
va

lda
r 

Dev
i 

Sin
gh

, his 
de

tac
hm

en
t 

to
 

jud
ge the 

acc
ura

cy of
 

the 
fal

lin
g 

she
lls,

 

lost
 his 

righ
t 

Ga
nga

ran
m,

 a 
para

 

co
mm

an
do

 

po
sit

ion
ed

 on
 

the roo
f 

dir
ect

ly 

mo
rta

r. 

I 
tho

ug
ht the 

mi
nim

um
 I

 
cou

ld did
n't 

kno
w that

 I 
cou

ld give
 a 

co
rre

cti
on

 of
 

up
 

to
 

set with
 

the Sri 
La

nk
an 

fuel, h
e 

retur
ned 

to
 

Pa
lal

i. So
 

Sh
eo

na
n 

sta
rte

d 

dir
ect

ly target
. A

s 
Cha

udha
ry's 

hel
ico

pte
r 

run
nin

g low o
n 
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the Sri 
La

nka
ns.

 

Div
isio

n H
O

 

rep
lied

 it had not 
bro

ugh
t 

if
 

they
 had 

mo
rta

r 

am
mu

nit
ion

 

wh
ich

 

cou
ld be

 
give

n to
 the 

thr
ee 

mo
rta

r 

tub
es.

 

Sh
eo

na
n 

ask
ed the 

Di
vis

ion
 H

 

told
 him that
 he

 
had only

 

thre
e 

rou
nds

 left on
 

each
 of

 fire from
 the Sri 

La
nk

an arm
y. But the Sri 

La
nka

n 

sold
ier 

to
 

ne
go

tia
te wit

h the 

en
em

y, and 

cal
led

 for 
mo

re 

mo
rtar

 Wi
th 

thr
ee of

 
his men dea
d, 

Sh
eo

na
n was in

 
no

 
moo

d 

H
Q

 
inf

orm
ed

 

Sh
eon

an of
 

this
 

co
mm

un
ica

tio
n. 

Two 

mo
rta

r 

she
lls had 

lan
de

d on
 

tar
ge

t. The 

Div
isio

n 

lost
 

for
ty men and 

wa
nte

d to
 

ev
ac

ua
te 

the
ir 

ca
su

alt
ies

. ask
ing

 for the 
mo

rta
r 

sh
ell

ing
 to

 
be

 
sto

pp
ed

 as
 

they
 had 

11
 

a.m
., the 

LT
TE

 

cal
led

 up
 

the 

Di
vi

sio
n H

Q
 

at
 

Pal
ali 

abo
ut the 25

 
me

tre
s 

co
rre

cti
on

." tra
ine

d to
 

tak
e an

 
"a

rti
lle

ry
 

sh
oo

t",
I 

wo
uld

 

hav
e 

kno
wn 

in
 

dir
ec

tin
g the 

mo
rta

r. M
y 

reg
ret

 was that
 had 

I 
been

 

hit m
e 

two day
s 

lat
er.

 

And 

I 
felt

 

bad 

abo
ut the 

mis
tak

e 

of
 

op
era

tio
ns

, 

ca
su

alt
ies

 

do
n't 

aff
ect

 

you
. The 

inc
ide

nt 

in
 

his 
typ

ica
lly

 

lac
on

ic way
: 

Wh
en you are in

 
the thic
k 

ava
ilab

le in
 

the 

hou
se as

 s 
dre

ssin
g to

 
plug

 

M
iss

io
n 

O
ve

rs
ea

s 

am
on

g the par
a 

co
m

m
an

do
s, had don

e its job.
 A

t 
aro

und
 

The 

mo
rta

r 

sh
ell

ing
, 

tho
ug

h it 
had cos

t two live
s 

mi
sta

ke 

lea
din

g to
 

the 
dea

th of
 

two of
 

his men 

- he
 

sae 

bac
k on

 
wh

at 

mu
st hav
e 

bee
n 

a 
tra

um
ati

c 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e-h
ie 

is
 

he
 

give
n to

 
sel

f-d
ou

bt or
 

reg
ret

ful
 

ref
ect

ion
. 

Loo
kin

e 

late
r. 

Sh
eon

an 

do
esn

't 

wea
r his 

em
oti

on
s on

 
his 

slee
ve 

. 

to
 

no
 

av
il. 

Um
esh

 was in
 

gre
at 

pai
n. H

e 
died

 two houe
 

the 
ble

edi
ng but 
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stra
y 

firi
ng 

the day even
 

more
 

now
 and 

the
n. But 

a 
fre

ak
 

ac
cid

en
t 

tur
ne

d 

4 Ma
vin

g lost
 

ma
ny men 

in
 

the
ir 

att
em

pts
 to

 
ca

ptu
re 

and his 
hea

d. 
at

 
the 

sam
e 

spo
t, 

wh
en 

a 
bu

lle
t 

we
nt 

thr
ou

gh
 his 

mo
uth

 

ther
e to

 
this

 

day
. But 

M
an

oh
ar died

 a 
few 

mi
nu

tes
 

late
r, 

of
 

the 
sp

lin
ter

s 

wer
e too 

clo
se to

 
his 

ba
ck

bo
ne

 and 

rem
ain

 

wen
t to

 
the 

do
cto

r 

wit
h 

a 
hig

h 

fev
er 

a 
few day

s 

late
r. 

Mo
st spl

int
ers

 and 

pe
lle

ts, 

wh
ich

 

cam
e to

 
ligh

t 

only
 

whe
n he

 

rese
rve

 for an
 

em
erg

enc
y. 

em
erg

ed 
mi

rac
ulo

usl
y 

un
sca

the
d. 

ran 
thr

ou
gh

 

hea
vy fire

 

from
 the 

LT
TE

, and onc
e 

aga
in 

five 
ho

use
s. T

o 
bri

ng
 his men out of

 
the 

six
th 

ho
use

, he
 

reo
rga

niz
ed

 his 
tea

n, and now they
 

wer
e 

oc
cu

py
ing

 

only
 

and the 

LT
TE

 

co
nt

in
ue

d.
 B

y 3 
p.m

., 

Sh
eo

na
n had 

to
 

keep
 the nine

 

rou
nds

 Op
era

tio
n 

Paw
an 

nig
htm

ari
sh

 for 
Sh

eo
na

n and his 

at
 

LIT
E 

sto
pp

ed the
ir 

ass
au

lt for 

aro
und

 

p.m
. 

exc
ept

 

the 

ho
us

es oc
 

para
 

co
mm

an
do

s, b
y 

the 
occ

up
ied

 the 

hit the wa
ll 

be
hin

d 

him
. His bac

k and nec
k 

wer
e full
 of

 just
 

tur
ne

d 

aro
un

d to
 

exit
 the 

roo
m 

whe
n 

a 
40m

m 

gre
na

de
 

who was 

firi
ng wit

h his rifl
e 

thr
ou

gh
 a 

wi
nd

ow
, he

 
had 

aft
erw

ard
s. 

St
an

din
g 

be
hin

d Par
a 

Co
m

m
an

do
 

M
an

oh
ar,

 

Sh
eo

na
n had yet 

an
oth

er 

luc
ky 

esc
ape

 

sh
ort

ly 

mo
rtar

 

fire,
 and the 

fir
efi

gh
t 

bet
we

en the para
 

co
mm

an
do

s 

The 
LTT

E 

fig
hte

rs wer
e no

 
lon

ger
 

bei
ng 

tar
ge

ted
 by

 

wit
h the Sri 

La
nk

an
 

arm
y as

 a anv mort
ar 

am
mu

nit
ion

 

from
 

In
dia

. 
Sh

eo
na

n eith
er 

cho
se 
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of
 

dead
 and 

wo
und

ed 

com
rad

es 

- at
 

best
 

they
 

cou
ld carr

y s 

for 
wo

un
ded

. 

Sh
eon

an told
 

Pal
ali base

 

that
 it was not 

pos
sibi

e 

how
eve

r, had 

a 
pro

ble
m:

 six men dead
 and 

fou
rtee

n nee
ded

 to
 

esc
ape

 

the
n, 

und
er the 

cov
er of

 
dar

kne
ss. They

, 

ob
vio

us.
 If

 
Sh

eo
na

n and his men had to
 

get out,
 they 

the
n,' he

 
told

 his 
men

. H
e 

tur
ne

d out to
 

be
 

pre
sci

en
t. ind

ica
te our 

lo
ca

tio
n to

 
so

m
eo

ne
. W

e 

can set it 
alig

ht 

he
 

sto
pp

ed
 

the
m. W

e 

mig
ht nee
d that
 hut at

 
nigh

t to
 to

 
des

tro
y the hut as

 
it 

pre
sen

ted
 an

 
easy

 

targ
et, but 

no
 

one had fire
d 

from
 

the
re,

 

Sh
eo

na
n's

 men wer
e keen

 sto
od out from

 the rest
 of

 
the 

puc
ca 

ho
use

s. 

Alt
hou

gh 

wh
ere

 the 

LTT
E wer
e 

firi
ng

, a 
lone

 hut 

pro
mi

nen
tlv

 Ac
ros

s the 

lan
e, at

 
the 

cen
tre

 of
 

the 
bu

ild
ing

s from
 

ins
tan

tly
. 

to
 

take
 

sh
elt

er.
 All 

sev
en 

me
mb

ers
 of

 
the 

fam
ily died 

wh
ere

 
the

 was 
wall

 
beh

ind
 

him and the roof
 of

 
one room

 

cav
ed 

in.T
hi. 

is
 

from
 

of
 

the 
hou

ses
 the 

bac
k-b

las
t 

bro
ug

ht dow
n the 

par
titi

on
 

La
ne.

 
men,

 

M
iss

ion
 

O
ve

rse
as

 

the 

wo
und

ed but the res
t 

wou
ld hav

e to
 

be
 

left behin
d, 

them
 to

 

figh
t 

the
ir way back

 to
 

Pal
ali with all their 

up, the 
TT

Es lack
 of

 
nig

ht-
fig

hti
ng

 

cap
ab

ilit
y 

bec
ame

 

A
s 

the 
eve

nin
g gave

 way to
 

nigh
t and the skie
s 

open
ed 

res
ide

nts
 of

 
that

 

hou
se had been
 

told
 

no
rm

all
y 

fire
d in

 
an

 
ope

n area
 - 1 a 

win
dow

 in
 

one 

A
s a 

para
 

com
ma

ndo
 fired

 l his 
roc

ket
 

lau
nc

he
r-w

hic
h 

up
 

in
 

tho
se five

 
hou

ses
 stil
l 

hol
ed on

 
Pir

arm
pad

i 
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